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ñThe Lord God said, ñIt is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suita-

ble for himé.Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the 

man, and he brought her to the man.ò (Genesis 2:18, 22) 

 

I have been thinking about what kinds of summer series weôll be doing this year, and 

though I had several ideas, I had not felt very excited about any of them. I was so fo-

cused on my excitement over our ecumenical services this summer, that I just could not 

get excited about my ideas for the other Sundays. None of my series ideas felt compel-

ling enough to carry us through the summer. I happened to be trying to figure out what to do when one of my 

friends mentioned this great book they were reading about women of the Old Testament. I ordered the book, and 

when I opened it to the table of contents, I found a long list of women from our Old Testament scriptures, charac-

ters that I knew, and many that I knew the names, but little about their stories.  
 

I was hooked. Suddenly I realized where the Spirit is leading me this summer. You see, in Confirmation class, 

weôve been talking about some of the Old Testament characters. Our bright young students have quickly come to 

recognize how heavily weighted towards male characters the curriculum bends. But there are plenty of fascinating 

women, too. Women who acted with faith and boldness. Women who, for centuries have been torn down as prob-

lem-makers, temptresses, and connivers. Women who have been pointed to as the reasons why women should not 

be leaders in the Church. Women who have been placed into such high standards, that no real woman alive today 

could hope to measure up. We have a strange habit as The Church in putting women into these two far extremes. 

And, even more often than not, womenôs voices are silenced, or at least have the volume turned down on them, in 

scripture.  
 

There are women who are repeatedly left nameless, but without whom, Godôs people would have been in trouble. 

There are stories of women who, were, somehow, leaders, even in a society that was so strongly patriarchal. But we 

tend to forget about them, or set them aside as minor characters. There are women who are subject to violence and 

abuse like Dinah and Tamar, but whose stories we donôt tell because we donôt want to hear. There are women who 

are manipulated, made into pawns, to benefit the men around them. Then there are the women who are strong and 

faithful to Godôs plan. Who led Godôs people with fierceness and strength, like Deborah and Esther and Ruth, Han-

nah, whose song at the announcement of her pregnancy with the prophet Samuel looks much like Maryôs song at 

the annunciation of Jesusô own conception. Then, there are the many, many women whose stories I only vaguely 

know, or donôt recall much about at all. These are women who are important, but whose stories rarely get told in 

worship.  
 

This are stories that are important for us to know and to hear. They are important for women, especially young 

women and the girls in our midst to hear lifted. But they are important for all of us to hear. These are characters of 

depth and meaning and example, too. These are characters who are the matriarchs of our faith, and whose lives 

were important to the spread of Godôs Word to Godôs people.  
 

This summer, then, we will spend our Sundays when we are not gathered with our ecumenical siblings for worship, 

hearing some of these stories. The book that I now have, has forty of these characters. We certainly cannot cover 

them all with only 9-10 weeks to make it through. But we can talk about some. Learn about them. Maybe approach 

some of the more familiar ones with new eyes, new ears, new hearts, to see their stories in a different way. Our lit-

urgy for the summer will be based around some of the themes from these womenôs stories, themes which ring true 

throughout the Bible in all of the characters, male or female. None of this is to exclude the male voices or shut 

them outðafter all, God is neither male nor female, and we are all created in Godôs imageðbut simply to give the 

opportunity to fully hear and appreciate these characters a little more. 
 

I hope that you will join us this summer to hear more of these stories. Once I have a schedule for which characters 

will be focused on each week, I will share that in the announcements, as well as through our July and August news-

letter(s), and online in our various digital forms. I hope that you will approach these Sundays as an opportunity to 

learn more about some of these foundational characters, and why they matter, to us and to our faith. I will also be 

happy to be available to talk about these characters with you, either in a group forum or individually as we go 

along. I look forward to exploring and deepening our faith as we grow in our understanding. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Kari н 



For Health: 

Jeannine Gilbert 

Jenny Neumann 

Jacqueline  

      Gezzleman  

Paul Bell 

Irene Scott 

Nicholas Brierley  

Charles Bronson 

Elaine Andrews 

Lucille Baars 

Lucy Couch  

Maryanne 

Clara Williams 

Peggy Kirsche 

Joyce Ghent 

Giuseppe Fornaciari 

Family of Loraine Taylor 

David Head 

Curtis Rooth 

Bill Olson 

Linda Joels 

Bill Bloomquist 

Elaine Ruffino 

Doug Connelly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Safety: 

Erik Swanson 

Andrew Chiasson 

Matthew Prue  

Todd Swanson 

Malynda Andrews  

Elliot Pratt  

Collin Wilcox  

Michael Chiasson 

David Pearson 

Tyler Ghent 
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This summer Zion will be combining services with 2 other churches in 

town, Trinity and United Methodist. The dates for the combined services 

are: 
 

June 3rd all three churches will be at Trinity with Pastor Kari preaching 

for a 9:30 a.m. service. 
 

July 1st all three churches will be at Zion, with Pastor Tara Leduke from United Methodist 

Church preaching, at 9:00 a.m. 
 

August 5th all three churches will be at United Methodist Church with Pastor Phil Bjorn-

berg preaching at 9:00 a.m.  

Zion Lutheran Church will be participating in the town wide CROP 

walk to stop hunger in the United States.  The CROP walk will be held 

on June 24th at 10:30 at the Portland Riverfront Park.  Please plan on 

attending and joining the other churches in town for this important event. 

Save this Date:  
June 24th at 9:30 am Outdoor Worship at Faith Lutheran Church in Mid-

dletown. Potluck luncheon to follow. 

Sunday June 17th we will honor 
all of our graduates. Pastor Kari 
needs people to submit the 
names of their graduates in 
writing by June 1st. 
Please submit all names of 

graduates you would like recognized (as you 
would like them to appear in the bulletin) to 
Pastor Kari (pastorkarijo@gmail.com)  

Save this date: 

June 9th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

Time to spruce up the church 

grounds 

Please bring work gloves and be ready to 

pitch in. Many hands make light work! 

mailto:pastorkarijo@gmail.com


The Word in Season Daily for 

July, August and September are in 

and are available in the lounge. 

п 

Zion Cookbooks are on 

sale now!! 

$12 each 
 

We now have cookbooks that 

are filled with all of Zion's fa-

vorite recipes.  Please get yours 

today!  They are a deal at $12 each and include 

recipes from our members that have been passed 

on for generations. Here is a gift giving idea for 

any time of year, courtesy of Vicky Olson Mow-

ers: Select a recipe in the book and include the in-

gredients along with the cookbook and wrap it all 

up together! 

Grace Guild The 

next meeting will 

be June 18th at 1:00 

p.m. in the lounge. 

We need Lectors for June and July.  

Please sign up on the bulletin board 

by the church entrance.  
Volunteer  

Opportunity: 

The Altar Guild is 

seeking new members, men and 

women, to lend a hand with the prep-

arations for all of our services in the 

Church. Training is ñon the jobò and 

no special skills are needed. Guild 

members usually work in pairs, so 

you are never asked to work alone. 

Time requirements are very flexible. 

This is a great opportunity if you 

like working behind the scenes. 

Please call Carol Murphy at 860-342-

3161 or email cam37@att.net   

Worship Assistants 

Needed!! 

Due to health reasons 

our group of Worship 

Assistants has dwindled. 

It is an easy way to serve Zion Lu-

theran Church. If you are interested in 

being a worship assistant, contact 

Sandra Chiasson at church, or call her 

at 860-342-0144 or 860-301-2090.     

Thank you!! 

Synod Assembly 

Pastor Kari has confirmed two members of Zion to at-
tend the 2018 Synod Assembly.  Thank you!  We also 
have the ability to send a third voting member if one of 
the three to attend also happens to be age 30 or 
younger (and confirmed member) or a person of color/
language other than English. Assembly is June 7-9 
(Thurs-Sat). It is a year where there will be an election 
of the bishop.  

And, for added incentive to attend, Pastor Kari has 
been nominated for Synod Council, so your attend-
ance could gain her two votes to help lead the wid-
er church! Please talk with Pastor Kari as soon as 
possible in order to get registration lined up! 

 

Zion  2018 Tag Sale - Thanks to all who 

organized, donated and supported! 

The 2018 tag sale was a great success, 

bringing in about $900!  Thanks to all who 

were involved in organizing, pricing, donating and buy-

ing.  We really appreciate your support.  



Questions and Answers 
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Boats in the Bible Quiz  ό!ƴǎǿŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ сύ 

1.) How long was the ark that Noah built?        

100 cubits       200 cubits       300 cubits       400 cubits 

 

2.) Where did the ark land?        

Mount Horeb       Mount Carmel       Mountains of Ararat       Mount Sinai 

 

3.) Where was the boat headed for that Jonah boarded to run away from the Lord?        

Tarshish       Tunis       Tarsia       Thyatira 

 

4.) What did the men on the boat do to Jonah?        

They tied him up.           They tried to kill him.        

They got him to help them to row.        They threw him overboard. 

 

5.) In Psalms "They that go down to the sea in ships and do business in great waters ____"        

bring wealth to their children and their children's children.        

should look to the Lord to provide for their families at home.        

should see that their families are cared for at home.        

see the works of the Lord, and His wonders in the deep. 

 

6.) Why did Jesus preach from a boat when he preached the parable of the sower?        

The crowd that had gathered was very large.        He was having a picnic at the lake.        

He was fishing with the disciples at the time.        He was on his way to Caperneum. 

 

7.) Who did Paul take with him on his first missionary journey? (sailing from Seleucia to Cyprus) 

Silas       Barnabas       Tychecus       Luke 

 

8.) What was Jesus doing in the boat when the disciples thought they were going to perish in the storm? 

praying       sleeping       bailing water       steering 

 

9.) Paul was at sea in a severe storm for fourteen days. In an attempt to escape from the ship, the sailors 

let the lifeboat down into the sea, pretending they were going to lower some anchors from the bow. 

Paul told the centurion that if the men did not stay with the ship, they would not be saved. What did 

the centurion do?        

Threw Paul into the sea.        

Laughed at Paul and got into the boat.        

Cut off the ropes of the lifeboat, and let it fall into the sea.        

Tied up the men who were trying to escape. 

 

10.) When Jesus called James son of Zebedee and his brother John, they were in a boat with their father 

Zebedee. What were they doing?        

Mending the nets.       Mending the sail.       Sorting fish.       Gutting fish. 



Remember to Shop with Amazon 

Smile 
 

What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to 

support your favorite charitable organization every time 

you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at 

smile.amazon.com, youôll find the exact same low prices, 

vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Ama-

zon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a 

portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable or-

ganization.  
 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable 

donations? 

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible 

for donations. You will see eligible products marked 

ñEligible for AmazonSmile donationò on their product de-

tail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and 

subscription renewals are not currently eligible.  
 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on Ama-

zonSmile? 

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and Ama-

zonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby 

registry, and other account settings are also the same.  
 

How do I select a charitable organization to support when 

shopping on AmazonSmile? 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), 

you need to select a charitable organization to receive do-

nations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. 

AmazonSmile remembers your selection, and then every 

eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will re-

sult in a donation.  
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Questions and Answers 

If you would be inter-

ested in signing up to 

have our lay ministers 

visit you with commun-

ion during the winter as 

it may become more difficult to 

come to worship, please sign up on 

the sheet in the narthex. One of the 

assisting ministers will contact you 

to set up a time to visit. 

Boats in the Bible Quiz (answers) 

 

 

1.) 300 cubits   (Genesis 6:15) 

 

2.) Mountains of Ararat   (Genesis 8:4) 

 

3.) Tarshish  (Jonah 1:3) 

 

4.) They threw him overboard.  (Jonah 

1:15) 

 

5.) see the works of the Lord, and His 

wonders in the deep.  (Psalm 107:23, 24) 

 

6.) The crowd that had gathered was very 

large.   (Matthew 13:1-9) 

 

7.) Barnabas    (Acts 13:1-5) 

 

8.) sleeping   (Matthew 8:23-27) 

 

9.) Cut off the ropes of the lifeboat, and 

let it fall into the sea.   (Acts 27:30-32) 

 

10.) Mending the nets.   (Mark 1:19) 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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Labels for Education   

NOTE that NEW LABELS  have 

been added and  NOW WE NEED 

THE UPC CODE  and/or the LIDS  of juic-

es. NOT THE FRONT PANELS.    See infor-

mation below. When in doubt, please bring 

in the whole label, or for juice, bring the lid. 

These labels will go to Cromwell Children's 

Home to be turned in for educational  supplies.  

Collect ñCAN TABSò 

FOR 

ñHouse That Love Builtò 
 

Please continue supporting 

ñFAMILIESò staying at a Ronald 

McDonald House, ña Home-away-from-Homeò. 

These ñtabsò help FAMILIES of seriously ill chil-

dren from all over the world. 

 

All can ñPULL TABSò are accepted: Beer, Soda, 

Cat & Dog food, Fruit, etc. 
 

The cost per family to stay nearby a sick child is 

$74.00 per dayðequal to 29 lbs. of PULL TABS. 
 

The Grace Guild of Zion would LOVE to Fill the 

Large Jar (Located near the front door) again soon. 

With a twist or two they come off easy. 
 

We have collected over 40 lbs. Of ñPULL TABSò 

and will deliver them soon to Ronald McDonald Vol-

unteer House in New Haven. 
 

Thank you to all Zion members who have helped us 

reach this goal. 

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO  COLLECT  

Attention Grace Guild and Altar Guild 

Members: 

Please take a few minutes to review the 

Women of the ELCA bulletin board by the 

entrance of the church. There are always 

many new opportunities. 

Donate a caré change a life! Get a nice tax de-

duction and help a family in need. Unlike many 

advertised car donation programs, we are not a for

-profit liquidator. Good New Garage is an estab-

lished 11-year old non-profit who has proudly 

awarded over 3,000 vehicles New England-wide. 

All donations qualify for a tax deduction. 

To donate call 1-877-Give-Auto or visit 

www.GoodNewsGarage.org 
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